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By Eric T. Berkman

When Lefteris K. Travayiakis was studying en-
vironmental engineering in college, he never en-
visioned spending his days engaged in courtroom
combat on behalf of accused felons.

But when he took an undergrad environmental
law course, he fell in love with the law and decid-
ed to switch gears. And when he took criminal law
asa 1L, he knew he had found his true calling.

Today, Travayiakis runs a thriving criminal prac-
tice in West Roxbury. He has more than 20 jury
trials under his belt and has not received a guilty
verdict on a lead charge in six years.

“All my trials since then have resulted in either an
acquittal or a conviction on a reduced charge, which
I consider awin,” he says.

But he hasn’t done it
the easy way. He went

“We’re in an adversarial
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operation, though he had not yet made an overt move
on the driver. Additionally, police obtained the cell
phone used to place the delivery order that lured the
driver to the building. Not only had that phone been
used in at least one other similar robbery, it contained
photos of the defendant posing with a gun.
However, prosecutors — who had never turned
on the phone — were unaware of the photos. Ac-
cordingly, they offered only the cell phone itself as
evidence but not its contents. So the jury, which
did see the photos when it switched on the phone
during deliberations, properly disregarded them,
as incriminating as they were. Verdict: “Not guilty”
Travayiakis, who had not seen the photos either
before jury deliberations, readily admits the out-
come would have been far different had the com-
monwealth done its
homework. But he has
no misgivings about the
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One thing about him that might surprise peo-
one thing, he was arrest- ple:“'m a golf fanatic.”
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