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JOLIE M. SIEGEL
“I didn’t want to be
connected with
what’s clearly one
of the largest
frauds perpetrated
in recent memory.”
AGE: 33
GRADUATED: University of Pennsylvania Law School, 2001
POSITION: Partner, Choate, Hall &
Stewart, Boston
One thing about her that might
surprise people:“I know as much
about the Red Sox as pretty
much anyone else in town.”

garian maker of web-development
tools. To close the deal, she had to navigate the bureaucracy of a former Soviet-bloc country that had seen few
similar transactions, had even fewer
clear protocols in place, but had more
levels of regulation than one would
ever encounter in the U.S.
“We had good English-speaking
Bulgarian counsel who helped us
figure out what was possible,” she
says. “I’d hardly call myself an expert
in Bulgarian law, but I now appreciate what’s possible there and what’s
not. Plus, charting new territory is
always interesting.”
Despite her hectic practice, Siegel
still finds time to mentor Boston
middle-schoolers through her involvement in the Citizen Schools
nonprofit. She teaches persuasive
writing after school while helping
students through the city’s highschool selection process.
She says being a writing coach
has made her a better lawyer and
vice versa. And she makes sure to
stay in touch with former students.
“You really get sucked into Facebook because of all the program
alumni there,” Siegel laughs. MLW

!
Eric T. Berkman, an attorney and
formerly a reporter for Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly, is a freelance
writer.

ELLEN SHUB

Jolie M. Siegel’s parents, both
lawyers, always pushed her to make
her case, even when asking for milk
at the dinner table. So becoming an
attorney herself was never in doubt.
As a private-equity lawyer and
partner at Choate, Hall & Stewart,
Siegel still relishes a challenge.
For example, last year she helped
a client buy the “market-making”
business — the trading platform
and associated technology assets
— of a bankrupt securities firm. It
seemed like an ordinary transaction but for one small detail: it was
the market-making business of
Bernard L. Madoff Investment Securities LLC. And obviously the
stench associated with the Madoff
name is enough to make most people run as fast and far in the opposite direction as possible.
“I had the same reaction anyone
else would have: that I didn’t want to
be connected with what’s clearly one
of the largest frauds perpetrated in
recent memory,” Siegel says. “But it
became clear that the trading business my client wanted to buy was not
where the fraud was located.”
So Siegel helped her client, private-equity firm Surge Trading, produce a bid that not only survived the
trustee’s selection process but outdid

much larger competitors at auction.
“Helping my client, a small shop,
structure a deal sufficiently valid to
make it through that process was
particularly rewarding,” she says.
Siegel recently helped another
client, Summitt Partners, make a
“growth-stage investment” in a Bul-

LEFTERIS K.
TRAVAYIAKIS

operation, though he had not yet made an overt move
on the driver. Additionally, police obtained the cell
When Lefteris K. Travayiakis was studying en- phone used to place the delivery order that lured the
vironmental engineering in college, he never en- driver to the building. Not only had that phone been
visioned spending his days engaged in courtroom used in at least one other similar robbery, it contained
photos of the defendant posing with a gun.
combat on behalf of accused felons.
However, prosecutors — who had never turned
But when he took an undergrad environmental
law course, he fell in love with the law and decid- on the phone — were unaware of the photos. Aced to switch gears. And when he took criminal law cordingly, they offered only the cell phone itself as
evidence but not its contents. So the jury, which
as a 1L, he knew he had found his true calling.
Today, Travayiakis runs a thriving criminal prac- did see the photos when it switched on the phone
tice in West Roxbury. He has more than 20 jury during deliberations, properly disregarded them,
trials under his belt and has not received a guilty as incriminating as they were. Verdict: “Not guilty.”
Travayiakis, who had not seen the photos either
verdict on a lead charge in six years.
“All my trials since then have resulted in either an before jury deliberations, readily admits the outacquittal or a conviction on a reduced charge, which come would have been far different had the commonwealth done its
I consider a win,” he says.
homework. But he has
But he hasn’t done it
no misgivings about the
the easy way. He went
results in that or any othsolo less than a year out
er of his cases.
of law school, forcing
“It’s not my job to put
him to develop his trial
people away or make
skills and hone his style
them pay for their
completely on his own.
crimes,” he says. “My job
He hasn’t shied away
is to make sure my client
from the tough cases, eigets a fair shake. We’re in
ther. For example, in
an adversarial system,
2008, he defended a
and I won’t hold [the
young man facing serious
commonwealth’s] hand
prison time for the alleged
AGE: 34
to help them convict my
attempted armed robbery
GRADUATED: Suffolk University Law School,
MLW
clients.”
of a pizza delivery driver.
2002
The defendant insistEric T. Berkman, an ated on going to trial dePOSITION: Sole practitioner, West Roxbury
torney and formerly a respite overwhelming eviOne thing about him that might surprise peoporter for Massachusetts
dence against him. For
ple:“I’m a golf fanatic.”
Lawyers Weekly, is a freeone thing, he was arrestlance writer.
ed at the scene in a sting

By Eric T. Berkman

“We’re in an adversarial
system, and I won’t hold
[the commonwealth’s]
hand to help them
convict my clients.”

MERRILL SHEA

By Eric T. Berkman

